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PREPARATION  FOR  YEARLY  MEETING- 
DEVOTIONAL  READING 


I want  to  make  a plea  through  the  Friends 
Bulletin  that  Friends  begin  now  to  prepare  for 
our  annual  sessions  in  Seattle  next  August  by  enter- 
ing into  a common  discipline  of  reading  together. 
I suggest  for  this  the  four  brief  pamphlets  entitled 
"Relationship”  which  have  been  published  this  win- 
ter by  Pendle  Hill  from  the  four  lectures  originally 
given  to  Friends  in  Philadelphia.  First,  a word 
about  the  desirability  of  this  practice. 

Many  Friends  will  recall  that  stimulating  lunch- 
eon discussion  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Association 
in  Pasadena  two  years  ago  when  we  decided  that 
as  an  entire  association  we  would  read  during  the 
year  John  Woolman’s  Journal.  Many  meetings  held 
discussion  groups,  articles  were  written  for  the 
Bulletin  and  individuals  discovered  in  chance 
visits  that  their  language  had  been  enriched  and 
their  common  experience  enlarged  by  this  group 
effort.  We  can  all  recall  how  favorably  the  tone  of 
the  Palo  Alto  Meetings  was  affected  by  this  practice. 
Anna  Brinton  has  recently  written:  "I  must  say 
I think  it  is  a great  help  when  people  who  are 
together  for  religious  devotion  read  over  and  think 
about  a certain  amount  of  material  in  common.  It 
furnishes  a base  from  which  to  proceed.” 

For  this  purpose  the  set  of  four  pamphlets  is  a 
real  discovery  and  can  be  recommended  unstint- 
ingly.  They  are  written  by  women  after  an  unusual 
experience  of  sustained  group  effort  and  creation. 
Each  deals  with  a particular  problem  of  "relation- 
ship . Dora  Willson’s  "The  Self  to  the  Self”  con- 
siders the  I-to-me  relationship:  Josephine  Benton’s 
"Martha  and  Mary”  examines  the  individual’s  rela- 
tionship to  the  home,  family  and  vocation:  Mar- 
garet Cary’s  "Are  Your  Meetings  Held  in  the  Life?” 
the  relationship  to  God  and  members  of  the  Meet- 
ing: and  Anna  Brinton’s  "Wide  Horizon”  considers 
the  profound  relationship  we  bear  to  the  universe, 
that  intersection  of  time  and  eternity  at  which  we 
find  ourselves. 

These  writings  come  from  concerned  and  mature 
women.  It  is  time  we  examine  our  problems  from 
their  paint  of  view,  not  in  any  curious  or  patron- 
izing way,  but  in  recognition  that  our  man-made 
governments,  economic  systems  and  religious  insti- 
tutions, have  not  indicated  any  great  measure  of 
effective  decency  for  our  time  nor  have  we  placed 
much  responsibility  on  women  to  create  and  main- 
tain those  standards  of  morality  and  integrity  so 
essential  to  any  society.  Recently  J.  B.  Priestley 
said:  "We  are  suffering,  I believe,  from  too  great 
a domination  of  the  masculine  principle,  with  its 


ruthless  creative  fervor,  as  against  the  more  deep- 
rooted  and  saner  feminine  principle,  which  puts 
people  first  and  everything  else  a bad  second.” 

It  is  with  high  seriousness  and  great  expectation 
that  we  can  turn  to  these  essays  and  examine  our 
family  problems.  Marian  and  I read  them  in  dif- 
ferent order  from  their  publication  and  though  it 
was  so  by  chance,  we  felt  it  was  a happy  chance. 

We  started  with  Margaret  Cary’s  "Are  Your 
Meetings  Held  in  the  Life?”  which  asks  "What 
was  the  secret  of  that  luminous  fellowship  of  the 
early  Church  and  how  did  the  membership  main- 
tain it?”  Reality  of  heart  and  a daily  freshness, 
answers  Margaret  Cary  and  proceeds  to  explore  the 
trying  nature  of  household  life  which  burdens  the 
need  for  frequent  committees,  meeting  business  and 
the  experience  of  daily  freshness.  Problems  become 
as  specific  as  a monthly  meeting  of  Overseers  and 
there  is  considered  in  turn  the  spreading  of  initiative 
and  responsibility  throughout  the  meeting’s  mem- 
bership, the  avoidance  of  cliques  or  "fringes”  in 
the  meeting’s  life,  the  accomplishment  of  pastoral 
care  and  the  absorbing  of  children  into  the  life  of 
the  meeting. 

"Martha  and  Mary”  by  Josephine  Benton  is  by 
far  the  most  disturbing,  as  it  deals  with  the  relation 
of  women  to  their  own  work  and  to  the  work  of 
the  husband.  What  is  the  family  vocation?  This 
opens  up  to  the  reader  an  assumption  underlying 
all  four  pamphlets  and  which  is  considered  by  many 
to  be  basic  to  the  practice  of  the  religious  Society 
of  Friends — that  the  life  of  the  family  in  a home 
is  the  base  for  the  individual  growth  out  of  which 
comes  our  corporate  religious  life.  How  this  can 
have  meaning  with  all  our  busy-ness,  our  techno- 
logical tempo,  and  our  infinitely  increased  bom- 
bardment by  new  and  uncontrollable  stimuli — these 
form  the  burden  of  the  pamphlet. 

Basic  to  all  discussions  is  Dora  Willson’s  "The 
Self  to  the  Self”  with  its  difficult  task  of  analyzing, 
evaluating  and  predicting  the  involved  operations 
of  our  outward  person  on  that  deep  integer,  the 
self.  Dora  Willson’s  studies  in  psychology  and  her 
long  detailed  association  with  the  scriptures  makes 
this  writing  a thoughtful,  devotional  work. 

Anna  Brinton  concludes  the  series  with  "Wide 
Horizon”  still  under  the  influence  of  her  globe- 
encircling  trip  last  year  as  a Commissioner  for  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee.  Her  pam- 
phlet was  reviewed  in  an  earlier  issue  (Friends 
Bulletin,  February,  1948). 

(Continued  on  jutge  6) 
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Bulletin  Committee;  Philup  Wells,  chairman,  Ruth 
Walker,  Mary  Hansen,  Virginia  Heck,  Helen 
Stevenson,  Ellis  Jump  and  Edwin  Sanders, 
editor. 
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dressed to  Friends  Bulletin,  714  W.  California  St., 
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Clerk:  Benjamin  Darling,  11724  Exeter  Ave., 
N.E.,  Seattle  55,  Washington.  Recording  Clerk: 
Otto  Frey.  Reading  Clerk:  Lyra  Dann.  Treas- 
urer, Robert  Simkin.  Secretary,  Dorothy  Lash, 
Box  2255,  R.R.  No.  4,  Victoria,  B.C. 


THIS  ISSUE 

This  Issue  establishes  some  kind  of  record  in  the 
number  of  contributors  who  have  sent  in  material  and 
information  for  its  columns.  This  is  very  encouraging 
and  the  kind  of  participation  we  have  hoped  for.  We 
look  forward  to  the  day  when  we  will  hear  directly  from 
every  meeting,  when  we  will  not  learn  first  of  Ellis  Jump's 
request  for  transfer  of  membership  from  the  57th  Street 
Meeting's  news  bulletin,  or  read  in  the  Florida  Avenue 
Meeting  letter  (Washington,  D.C.)  that  the  Rush  family 
in  Tracy  have  a daughter ! But  we're  coming,  thanks  to 
many  of  you  . . '.  We  can't  resist  telling  you  that  Russ 
Freeman’s  article  has  elicited  considerable  response.  Alice 
Bugg  ordered  copies  for  all  her  Sunday  School  class,  mem- 
bers of  Orange  Grove  plan  a special  meeting  to  consider  its 
implications  and  Stanley  Hamilton  (Rural  Life  Associa- 
tion, Quaker  Hill,  Richmond,  Indiana)  intends  to  re- 
produce it  and  distribute  it  through  the  Association. 

FRIENDS  WORSHIP 

The  Society  of  Friends  is  known  well  enough 
for  its  humanitarian  service,  but  those  who  know 
Friends  well  know  that  the  spirit  behind  that  ser- 
vice has  its  source  in  the  spiritual  life  which  is 
encouraged  and  strengthened  in  the  Friends  Meet- 
ing for  Worship.  Everyone  who  attends  a Meeting 
for  Worship  has  a responsibility  in  it.  It  cannot 
be  corporate  worship  otherwise. 

Recently  much  concern  has  been  expressed  rela- 
tive to  our  responsibility  in  being  punctual  in  our 
attendance.  When  Friends  meet,  on  the  basis  of 
silence  at  eleven  o’clock  it  is  difficult  to  experience 
the  sense  of  a "gathered  meeting”  when  others  are 
coming  into  the  room  for  the  next  thirty  minutes. 
Again  each  person  who  attends  Meeting  bears  a 
responsibility  to  that  Meeting. 

Friends  would  still  be  gentle  with  the  late  arri- 
val whose  tardiness  is  unavoidable.  The  Florida 
Meeting  at  its  regular  Monthly  Meeting  for  busi- 
ness in  February  authorized  the  suggestion  that 
persons  who  come  early  to  Meeting  for  Worship 
sit  farther  toward  the  front  of  the  room  and  at 
the  center  rather  than  the  end  of  the  benches,  so 
that  late  arrivals  may  find  seats  with  a minimum 
of  disturbance.  Again  the  responsibility  rests  with 
each  person  to  the  end  that  all,  with  Whittier,  may 
"Welcome  the  silence  all  unbroken. 

Nor  less  the  words  of  fitness  spoken.” 

Taken  from  the  "Washington  Friends  News  Letter  of 
the  Florida  Avenue  Meeting,  March,  1948. 


THE  EVANS  PLAN— SEVEN  PROBLEMS  Or  EDUCATION 

The  author  of  the  book,  "Seven  Problems  of  Educa- 
tion", Mabel  Lawrence  Evans,  was  born  80  years  ago 
and  for  nearly  50  years  was  a prominent  teacher  and 
leader  in  education  in  St.  Louis.  In  a letter  written  in 
1947  just  prior  to  her  death  she  said;  "I  believe  that 
adult  education  and  childhood  education  should  be  carried 
on  in  the  same  school  through  day  and  evening  use,  for 
only  in  such  a set-up  can  we  bring  maturity  and  youth 
together  in  a co-operative  effort."  This  is  the  heart  of 
the  plan  she  envisioned  to  revitalize  the  home  and  the 
school  and  the  church  in  modern  society.  It  is  the  frame 
of  reference  through  which  she  challenges  groups  of  30 
devoted  families  with  children  under  six  years  of  age 
to  set  up  schools  of  their  own  to  tackle  the  "seven 
problems  of  education". 

The  problems  our  country  must  face  and  solve  by 
educational  means  are  these: 

1.  To  intercept  the  forces  that  are  destroying  the  dig- 
nity of  the  individual  by  so  directing  the  education  of 
the  child  that  he  discovers  his  best  self,  gains  the  power 
to  maintain  his  own  dignity,  and  become  an  active  agent 
in  furthering  the  dignity  of  his  fellow-men. 

2.  To  bring  about  a union  between  school  and  home, 
thus  to  reinstate  each  as  centers  of  culture  and  whereby 
to  encourage  the  development  of  men  and  women  of 
vision  and  leadership. 

3.  To  create  understanding  of  and  devotion  to  the 
principles  and  functioning  of  democracy. 

4.  To  inculcate  an  understanding  of  and  a desire  for 
cooperative  living  which  will  be  reflected  in  community 
life. 

5.  To  prepare  the  minds  of  adults  and  children  for  a 
changing  civilization. 

6.  To  overcome  antagonism  to  persons  of  different 
race  and  creeds,  especially  the  negro  race. 

7.  To  End  ways  to  set  into  motion  a deep-seated  spir- 
itual awakening  which  will  touch  the  lives  of  peoplc 
and  vitalize  churches,  schools  and  homes. 

The  Evans  Plan  proposes  that  the  group  of  families 
which  undertakes  such  a school  program  agree  to  give 
their  services  by  aiding  in  the  construction  and  decora- 
tion of  the  building,  in  the  care  of  the  school  grounds, 
in  transporting  children  to  and  from  school,  by  serving 
on  committees  necessary  for  the  running  of  the  school, 
by  assisting  with  the  teaching  and  planning  the  school 
curriculum.  The  curriculum  is  left  free  for  the  develop- 
ment of  each  school,  but  the  purpose  of  the  school  is 
well  articulated;  the  integration  of  the  personality  of  the 
child  tlxrough  the  culture  of  his  hands,  his  mind,  and  his 
spirit  and  the  integration  of  the  adult  by  giving  him 
assistance  in  becoming  the  best  person  he  can  become. 
The  Evans  Plan  suggests  three  methods  for  the  enrichment 
of  the  spiritual  life  of  the  child:  daily  periods  of  silent 
meditation  at  home  and  at  school,  memorizing  scripture 
and  participating  in  service  projects  planned  by  the  home 
and  the  school  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 

This  school  plan  was  a dream  Miss  Evans  hoped  many 
communities  would  help  realize  to  meet  the  critical  needs 
of  our  times.  Pacific  Ackworth  school  incorporates  many 
features  of  this  plan  and  is  growing  year  by  year  to 
embody  its  most  significant  aspect;  ".  . . let  us  all  go 
to  school.  Let  the  whole  family  go  to  the  same  school." 
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INTER-COMMUNITY  CONFERENCE 

Announcements  will  soon  be  issued  for  the  spring 
conference  of  the  state-wide  organization  of  small 
communities,  which  will  be  held  the  last  week-end 
in  April,  23-25.  This  year  the  meetings  will  again 
be  at  the  Tuolumne  Cooperative  Farms,  Modesto, 
California  and  arrangements  there  are  being  made 
by  George  and  Evelyn  Burcham,  Box  1059,  Modesto, 
Calif. 

The  purpose  of  this  conference  is  to  introduce 
new  people  to  the  small  community  movement  in 
this  area,  to  explore  our  several  projects  with  reports 
and  analyses,  to  consider  our  problems  and  weak- 
nesses, to  evaluate  our  contribution  to  the  solution 
of  world  problems  and  to  examine  the  spiritual 
strength  of  our  several  groups.  It  is  hoped  that 
we  may  be  even  more  practical  this  year  in  plans  for 
exchanging  and  sharing  our  economic  resources,  to 
develop  our  educational  ventures  and  to  get  a much 
clearer  picture  of  the  way  in  which  we  are  vitally 
related  to  each  other. 

Those  planning  to  attend  should  let  the  Burchams 
know  in  advance.  Since  equipment  there  is  still 
somewhat  limited,  bring  bedding,  cots  if  possible, 
silverware.  Costs  of  meals  will  be  shared  coopera- 
tively, the  hostel  fee  of  25c  per  person  will  be 
charged  for  overnight  lodging.  If  you  are  interested 
in  further  details  of  this  program  write  to  the 
Burchams  or  to  Ed.  Sanders,  Eriends  Bulletin. 


COMMUNITY  TRAVELERS  EXCHANGE 

The  first  news  of  the  long-awaited  ''Community  Travel- 
ers Exchange”  planned  and  developed  by  the  Community 
Service,  Inc.  (Yellow  Springs,  Ohio)  is  now  contained  in 
the  January-February  issue  of  the  Community  Service  News 
and  is  available  for  35c.  In  this  issue  is  presented  a 
list  of  about  a hundred  and  eighty  addresses  with  infor- 
mation listed  by  states,  and  concerning  each  item  is 
given  the  vocation,  address,  phone,  nearest  highway  routes, 
provision  for  meals  or  lodging,  number  of  children,  and 
community  activities. 

As  the  introduction  indicates:  "One  of  the  limitations 
of  the  small  community  has  been  its  relative  isolation. 
Persons  living  in  small  communities  and  working  for 
their  development  sometimes  feel  very  much  alone  . . . 
Many  persons  living  and  working  in  urban  environments 
may  be  almost  wholly  uninformed  as  to  the  actual  way 
of  life  of  people  in  small  communities.  One  may  drive 
from  New  York  to  Los  Angeles  and  back  without  ever 
seeing  the  inside  of  a rural  home,  or  getting  a hint  of 
small  community  life  and  spirit. 

"The  Community  Travelers  Exchange  provides  a way 
by  which  in  our  travels  we  may  share  experiences  with 
others  interested  in  community  life  and  development.  To 
avoid  any  tendency  to  exploit  such  an  arrangement,  the 
understanding  is  that  guests  will  pay  for  their  entertain- 
ment . . . 

"To  insure  against  disappointment  or  inconvenience 

the  guest  is  asked  to  make  advance  arrangements,  par- 
ticularly for  overnight  hospitality  or  for  meals.  Such 

advance  correspondence  will  also  permit  the  host  to 

arrange  a small  meeting  of  interested  community  members 
for  exchange  of  experience  with  the  guest.  To  help 
defray  the  expense  of  operating  the  Exchange  some  mem- 
bers have  suggested  that  they  might  be  willing  to  con- 
tribute part  or  all  of  the  hospitality  fee  to  Community- 
Service,  Inc.  . . 

"It  is  understood  that  all  those  listed  may  consider 
themselves  members  of  the  Community  Travelers  Ex- 
change and  may  use  this  directory  in  their  travels.  Others 
interested  are  invited  to  apply  to  Community  Service,  Inc.  ” 


MAINLY  ABOUT  PEOPLE 

Betty  Goodman  (U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 
A.P.O.  U.S.  Embassy,  Postmaster,  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia) demurs  in  writing  from  Manila  at  the  idea  of 
our  request  for  news:  "It  is  easy  to  see  you  never  lived 
through  tropic  heat  or  mosquitoes  or  you  would  never 
ask  for  an  article  ...  I will  attempt  to  send  one,  but  at 
the  moment  am  in  the  throes  of  trying  to  get  a nursery 
school  started  with  no  building,  no  equipment  and  an 
administration  which  protests  at  every  step  . . .” 

The  attack  upon  Edward  U.  Condon,  head  of  the  Bu-. 
reau  of  Standards,  which  was  launched  on  the  first  of 
March,  is  of  grave  concern  to  many  interested  in  trends 
in  Washington  over  civil  rights.  Raymond  Wilson 
(Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  2111  Florida 
Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington  8,  D.C.)  has  circulated  the 
report  of  the  subcommittee  of  the  Committee  on  Un- 
American  Activities  which  is  available  from  the  office  of 
the  Friends  Bulletin.  Edward  Condon  is  a member  of 
the  Florida  Avenue  Friends  Meeting. 

❖ ❖ 

Friends  will  be  interested  to  know  that  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  Marshall  Plan  to  Aid  European  Recovery 
(537  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.Y.)  which  recently 
circulated  a petition  calling  for  legislation  to  initiate  the 
European  Recovery  Program,  includes  in  its  executive 
committee  as  officers  Hugh  Moore,  Treasurer  and  John 
H.  Ferguson,  Executive  Director. 

Seymour  Eichel,  son  of  Julius  Eichel,  is  now  in 
William  Penn  College.  It  was  Seymour  who  attract- 
ed wide  spread  attention  by  refusing  to  give  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  constitution  on  the  occasion  of  graduating 
from  high  school  in  New  York  City  this  winter.  Local 
and  state  authorities  made  considerable  delay  before 
granting  the  diploma. 

James  and  Ruth  Cox  (Rte.  i,  Zillah,  Washington) 
have  written  "We  have  two  projects  in  mind  regarding 
community.  We  have  found  enough  families  in  the  area 
to  be  able  to  start  a Wider  Quaker  Fellowship,  meeting 
after  the  manner  of  Friends  . . . We  also  will  try  to 
start  a nursery  school  as  there  is  a great  need  for  it  . . . 
We  have  joined  the  Grange  and  the  P.T.A.  I am  Scout- 
master and  am  taking  the  Scoutmasters’  Training  Course 
. . . We  hope  to  try  some  adobe  or  rammed  earth  con- 
struction of  buildings  this  spring.  We  are,  members  of 
the  United  Farmers  Co-op  at  Toppenish  and  do  much 
of  our  trading  there. 


Births:  Janice  Ruth,  3/13/48,  to  Etta  and  Robert  'Vogel, 
Pasadena,  California. 

Erica,  1/5/48,  to  Ann  and  John  Rush,  Rte.  r. 
Box  179M,  Tracy  California. 

James  Lawrence,  3/15/48,  to  Irwin  and  Frieda 
Abrams,  131  W.  Center  College  St.,  Yellow 
Springs,  Ohio. 

Susan  Joanne,  3/19/48,  to  Helen  and  Ed  Ritter, 
815  West  7th,  Corona,  California. 


STUDENT  COOPERATORS 

Meeting  at  the  University  of  Oregon,  at  Eugene,  the 
Pacific  Coast  Student  Co-op  League  took  a step  in  January 
which  all  regional  leagues  will  find  vitally  interesting. 
Three  sub-regionals  were  created,  one  for  Southern  Cali- 
fornia schools,  one  for  Northern  California  and  one  for 
the  Northwest  area.  Each  sub  regional  area  will  work 
out  its  own  plan  to  unite  existing  student  co-ops  and 
create  new  ones.  These  plans  are  to  be  reported  at  the 
Pacific  League  Conference  in  June  at  the  Lfiiiversity  of 
California  at  Los  Angeles.  The  Co-op  Housing  Associa- 
tion at  LLC.L.A.  will  he  host  to  the  Pacific  League  con- 
ference. This  news  is  taken  from  Co-ops  on  Curnpns. 
published  by  Cooperative  League  of  the  LkS.A.,  343  S. 
Dearborn  St.,  Chicago  4,  Illinois. 


PAGE  4-APRIL,  1948 


PEACE  ACTION 

Many  groups  and  individuals  are  indicating  need  for 
emergency  action  in  the  present  tense  period  for  Congress 
and  our  international  affairs.  The  Southern  California 
Committee  to  Prevent  Compulsory  Military  Training  (464 
E.  Walnut  Street,  Pasadena  4,  Calif.)  has  been  joined  by 
committees  in  San  Diego  and  the  Bay  Area  to  send  a 
representative  to  appear  before  the  Senate  Armed  Service 
Committee  in  their  hearings  on  UMT.  This  will  be 
William  C.  Jones,  president  of  Whittier  College,  and  the 
tentative  time  is  Friday,  April  2 , . . The  Church  of  the 
Brethren  is  promoting  a train  load  of  ministers  and  con- 
cerned laymen  to  go  as  a group  to  Washington  to  visit 
Congressmen.  All  who  agree  to  go  will  meet  for  2 days 
of  preparation  and  planning  of  strategy  in  Modesto,  April 
17-18,  and  leave  by  train  the  following  day,  April  19. 
Applications  must  be  in  not  later  than  April  12th  (Paul 
B.  Studebaker,  105  Sierra  Drive,  Modesto,  Calif,  and  for 
southern  California,  Ed.  Lander,  616  N.  Pacific,  Glendale, 
Calif.)  and  the  cost  is  estimated  at  approximately  $250 
per  person.  The  purpose  is  a spiritual  one  that  believes 
that  "peace  is  possible  through  prayer.”  . . . Many  of 
you  have  received  the  call  for  a Conference  on  More 
Disciplined  and  Revolutionary  Pacifist  Activity"  to  be  held 
April  2-4  in  Chicago  (Downtown  University  of  Chicago, 
19  S.  LaSalle  Street.)  Signers  of  the  call  are  Purnell 
Benson,  Dave  Dellinger,  Harrop  Freeman,  George  Houser, 
Philip  Isely,  Dwight  Macdonald,  Frank  Olmstead,  Bayard 
Rustin,  Alulford  Sibley,  et  al.  A positive  political  program 
is  suggested  for  discussion  and  some  specific  lines  of 
direct  action.  Further  information  may  be  had  from  the 
office  of  the  Friends  Buleetin  . . . Another  development 
in  response  to  our  contemporary  crisis  is  the  formation 
of  Students  Concerned  (Box  678,  Palo  Alto,  Calif.)  grow- 
ing out  of  the  student  body  at  Stanford  University,  but 
which  has  already  spread  to  many  other  campuses.  With 
a deep  sense  of  conviction  and  urgency  the  goal  of  these 
students  is  a kind  of  spiritual  rejuvenation.  They  believe 
that  as  students  they  have  an  unlimited  responsibility  to 
seek  out  new  solutions  to  our  seeming  impasse  in  world 
affairs.  Their  descriptive  pamphlet  suggests:  "We  believe 
. . . that  necessary  changes  must  come  through  individuals 
unselfishly  assuming  responsibility  for  discovering  the 
answers  to  their  mutual  problems."  Professor  H.  Rathbun 
has  been  a close  adviser  to  them. 


CHINA  NEWS  LETTER 

We  have  just  received  our  first  China  Nev/s  Letter 
(Friends'  Centre,  169  Yuan  Ming  Yuan  Road,  Shanghai 
(o).)  which  reports:  "There  has  been  a steadily  growing 
concern  among  Friends  in  the  Shanghai  Area  to  consider 
the  peculiar  role,  if  any,  for  Friends  in  China  under  the 
present  situation.  For  two  week-ends  Friends  in  Shanghai, 
members  of  Friends  Service  Unit,  and  Friends  from  Nan- 
king met  together  for  meditation  and  discussion.  Harry 
Silcock  (now  visiting  in  China  and  Japan)  Lewis  Hoskins 
and  Don  Warrington  (F.S.U.  accountant)  formed  a kind 
of  'steering  committee’  and  drew  up  a series  of  'con- 
clusions’ ...  as  follows: 

1.  Strengthen  the  work  of  the  FSU  on  both  sides. 

2.  Strengthen  the  forces  that  make  for  an  active  faith. 

3.  Make  representations  in  the  U.S.  with  regard  to  that 
government's  policy  of  aid,  particularly  with  regard  to 
military  and  partisan  aid. 

4.  Recognize  that  a revolution  is  taking  place  in  China, 
and  work  toward  mitigating  its  terrors. 

5.  Present  these  concerns  to  the  Chinese  leaders. 

6.  Prepare  messages  or  arrange  embassies  to  these 
ends." 

This  lively  news  letter  has  its  full  section  of  Births: 

Laural  Page,  11/19/47,  to  Lois  and  Lewis  Hoskins. 

Franna  Elizabeth,  12/6/47,  to  Dick  and  Jo-Marie  Rud- 
dell. 

Theodore  Stephen,  1/19/48,  to  Elize  and  Spencer  Coxe. 


PUBLICATIONS 

Several  articles  and  publications  have  recently  been 
called  to  our  attention  and  which  should  be  called  to 
yours.  The  Friends  World  News  (20  South  Twelfth  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania)  has  come  out  w-ith  a report 
of  the  third  meeting  of  the  Friends  World  Committee  for 
Consultation  held  at  Earlham  College,  Richmond,  Indiana, 
September  5-15,  1947.  There  are  so  m.any  demands  on 
the  use  of  the  Committee  funds  that  the  News  will  be  sent 
only  to  current  contributors  ...  A very  clear  and  in- 
formative essay  entitled  "The  Society  of  Friends”  has 
been  written  by  Howard  Brinton  and  printed  in  Religion 
in  the  20th  Century,  edited  by  "Vergilius  Perm  and  pub- 
lished by  Philosophical  Library,  Inc.,  15  E.  40th  St.,  New 
York  16,  N.Y.  This  is  most  helpful  for  the  non-Friend 
. . . The  February  issue  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Council  on 
Intercultural  Education  News  Bulletin  announces  the 
summer  workshop  on  Intercultural  Education  to  be  held 
in  the  educational  building  of  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia, Los  Angeles,  June  21  to  July  31.  Staff  will  in- 
clude Stewart  G.  Cole,  Leslie  Pinckney  Hill  and  Robert 
B.  Hass.  This  attractive  bulletin  also  recommends  Carey 
McWilliams’  new  book  "A  Mask  for  Privilege:  Anti- 
semitism in  America”  and  the  two  theatre  items,  "Gentle- 
man’s Agreement”,  the  Darryl  Zanuck  directed  movie, 
and  the  play  "Deep  Are  the  PN.oots"  . . . We  have 
recently  been  the  fortunate  recipients  of  a directory  of 
schools  "Private  Independent  Schools”  published  by  the 
very  genial  James  E.  Bunting,  12  North  Main  Street, 
Wallingford,  Conn.  Although  this  directory  does  not 
attempt  to  be  a complete  coverage  of  private-  schools  in 
the  United  States  it  includes  most  of  the  established 
schools  and  presents  in  a very  attractive  format  the 
salient  information  concerning  each  school  . . . The  ever 
readable  and  invaluable  Worldover  Press  (Wilton,  Con- 
necticutt)  gives  the  following  book  review:  " 'Teaching 

the  World  to  Read’  sums  up  one  of  the  most  hopeful 
movements  of  our  age:  the  campaign  against  illiteracy 

throughout  the  globe.  Written  by  the  "commander-in- 
chief  of  that  campaign,  Frank  C.  Laubach,  with  the 
teachers  in  mind,  the  book  is  highly  "catching"  for  lin- 
guists and  the  general  reader,  too.  It  surveys  the  spir- 
itual and  other  impact  of  a new  literacy  on  society; 
records  the  actual  campaigns  and  describes  techniques, 
like  the  modern  invention  and  improvement  of  alphabets 
(with  fascinating  charts),  and  teaching  methods  for  dif- 
ferent groups.  It  tells  how  to  organize  a campaign  and 
what  kind  of  literature  must  be  written  for  adults  newly 
literate.  A full  appendix  of  word  lists,  bibliographies, 
theme  subjects,  etc.,  adds  to  its  value  as  a handbook. 
Published  by  the  Friendship  Press,  New  York,  §2.".  . . 
Seido  Ogawa,  Director  of  the  Committee  for  Chris- 
tian Democracy  (Congregational  offices,  3125  W.  Adams 
Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  16,  Calif.)  has  just  issued  the  third 
release  on  information  and  practical  suggestions  for  action 
on  race  restrictive  housing  covenants.  This  release  in- 
cludes also  two  very  interesting  "tests”,  one  true-false 
and  other  typical  multiple  choice  test  to  be  used  as 
discussion  stimulators,  "rhese  are  excellent  . . . 


TACOMA  WORSHIP  GROUP 

Stanley  Shaw  (2506  N.  Lawrence  St.,  Tacoma  7,  Wash- 
ington) has  written  ” . . . we  are  conducting  a meeting  for 
silent  waiting  here  in  Tacoma  allowed  by  the  University 
Meeting  of  Seattle.  We  may  in  time  achieve  the  stature 
of  a monthly  meeting.  Sessions  are  held  almost  every 
Sunday  evening  at  seven  o’clock  at  2506  N.  Lawrence 
Street.  Friends  visiting  in  the  city  . . . are  urged  to 
come  and  be  with  us.  The  telephone  is  Proctor  4311. 
Much  wanted  also  are  the  names  of  Tacoma  residents 
of  whom  we  have  not  heard  . . .” 


SANTA  MONICA 

Edith  Sperry  (638V2  Lincoln,  Santa  Monica,  Cali- 
fornia) writes  that  the  Santa  Monica  Meeting  is  having 
W.  Orville  Mendenhall  lead  a series  of  four  discussions 
on  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  Friends.  These  are  held  on 
Tuesday  evenings  at  8:00  in  Champie  Hall  on  the  follow- 
ing dates:  March  9 and  23,  April  6 and  20. 
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MEETINGS 

VANCOUVER 

Mark  Olsen  (535  West  Tenth  Avenue,  Vancouver, 
B.C. ) writes:  "A  number  of  traveling  Friends  have  re- 
cently visited  Vancouver  Meeting  and  each  has  given  us 
a clearer  understanding  of  Quaker  principles.  Last  fall 
we  met  Henry  and  Lucy  Gillet,  Ward  and  Alice  Miles 
and  Warren  and  Barbara  Terry  and  early  this  year  came 
Stephen  and  Alice  Thorne,  Laura  Fitinghoff  and  Edward 
and  Ruby  Dowsett,  A warm  invitation  is  extended  to 
any  Friend  traveling  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  to  visit 
the  Vancouver  Meeting,  535  West  Tenth  Avenue  (near 
the  C.ity  Hall),  Vancouver,  B.C.  Our  Christmas  social 
was  held  December  30.  Twenty  Friends  attended  and 
enjoyed  the  dinner,  games  and  opportunity  to  meet  with 
each  other.” 


SEATTLE,  UNIVERSITY  MEETING 

From  Seattle's  Bulletin  come  these  excerpts  from  their 
monthly  meeting  minutes.  There  was  ”...  a large 
meeting  with  our  three  new  members,  Albert  Pearson, 
Clara  and  Stanley  Shaw  and  three  guests,  Trudie  Hunt, 
Canby  and  Eunice  Jones  present.  Trudie  and  Tom  Hunt 
have  recently  returned  from  an  assignment  with  the 
A.F.S.C.  in  Germany.  Tom  has  joined  the  local  staff  as 
Peace  Education  Secretary  . . . 

"The  Meeting  selected  five  people  to  serve  on  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing to  be  held  in  Seattle,  August  12-15.  Others  will  be 
added  to  the  Committee  and  it  is  hoped  all  members 
will  be  willing  and  ready  to  assist  with  details  when  the 
Committee  calls  upon  them.  The  five  already  selected 
are  Floyd  Schmoe,  Virginia  Barnett,  Par  Danforth,  Anna 
Price  and  Joseph  Silver. 

"It  is  hoped  several  of  our  members  will  be  with  the 
Willamette  Valley  Monthly  Meeting  in  Salem,  Feb.  22. 


PUDGET  SOUND  QUARTERLY  MEETING 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  14 

Friends  spent  this  day  in  getting  acquainted  through 
worshipping  together,  eating  together  and  discussing 
common  problems  together.  The  Canadian  Meetings  were 
represented  by  Dorothy  and  Sylvia  Lash  from  Victoria, 
George  Frizell,  Mark  Olsen  and  Peter  Watson  from  Van- 
couver. Vera  York  and  Esther  Woodward  represented 
Seattle  Monthly  Meeting.  During  the  afternoon  session 
Canby  Jones  presented  his  concerns  for  the  westward 
trip,  namely  peace  and  good  fellowship  among  Friends' 
worship. 


CONCERNING  TEMPERANCE  5. 

Gertrude  Shinn  (8525 — 4th  Ave.,  N.E.,  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington) has  written  concerning  Otto  Frey's  article  on 
temperance  in  the  February  issue  of  the  Friends  Bulletin. 
"Since  Friends  one  hundred  years  ago  found  that  it  was 
advisable  to  caution  the  members  and  their  children 
against  the  use  of  spiritous  liquors  as  a drink  and  to  be 
clear  in  the  making  and  sale  of  same  it  seems  . . . they 
felt  keenly  aware  of  harmful  influence  and  dangerous 
practice  . . . We  believe  in  and  cling  to  so  many  practices 
until  they  become  rightfully  our  own  beliefs  as  . . . early 
Friends  maintained.  Whenever  it  is  found  necessary  to 
intensify  certain  points  I believe  that  the  Great  Power 
which  guided  them  is  here  with  us  in  some  of  our  changing 
conditions,  and  where  moderation  led  them  toward  vir- 
tuous lives  it  behooves  us  in  1948  to  observe  conditions 
as  they  now  exist  and  not  merely  to  look  to  our  own  house 
but  also  to  helping  our  neighbor  and  by  every  possible 
means  discharge  that  which  makes  another  "stumble”  . . . 
In  the  beginning  of  our  new  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  it 
would  seem,  that  the  Advices  should  include  a paragraph 
of  concern  under  heading  of  "Intoxicants  and  Narcotics" 
that  Friends  should  accept  their  duty  to  abstain  from  the 
use  of  and  . . . discourage  the  use  of  same  everywhere.” 


SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  FRIENDS  FELLOWSHIP 

The  Southern  California  Friends  Fellowship  met  at 
Orange  Grove  Friends  Meeting  (Pasadena)  on  March 
13th.  There  was  a fine  attendance  of  fifty  or  more  in 
spite  of  a rain  storm. 

Canby  Jones,  who  has  spent  seven  months  in  Norway, 
was  the  speaker  of  the.  afternoon.  His  subject  was  the 
"Spiritual  Basis  of  Friends  Peace  Testimony”.  With  deep 
sincerity  he  spoke,  tying  up  the  relation  of  suffering  to 
the  total  spiritual  life.  With  regret  he  mentioned  that 
only  26%  of  Quakers  took  any  one  of  the  pacifist  posi- 
tions during  the  last  war.  At  the  same  time  he  stressed 
that  pacifism  apart  from  total  life  commitment  to  God 
was  a sterile  and  ineffectual  thing.  He  gave  many  in- 
stances told  him  by  those  in  the  underground  movement 
in  Norway  and  spoke  of  the  very  few  who  under  stress 
had  endured  in  the  pacifist  movement.  In  closing  he 
stressed  the  need  of  being  so  deeply  grounded  that  in 
times  of  tremendous  onslaught  one  might  continue  to  love 
— not  hate. 

In  the  discussion  and  question  period  that  followed 
Canby  suggested  in  answer  to  the  queries  as  to  how  our 

peace  testimony  could  be  strengthened  that:  (i)  we 

search  more  diligently  for  the  truth  in  order  to  meet 

the  war  propaganda  with  real  knowledge.  ( 2 ) we  should 
strive  more  earnestly  to  make  our  pacifist  stand  some- 
thing deeper  than  a mere  intellectual  one.  (3)  we 

should  have  no  reservations  in  our  life,  nothing  held 
back  from  com.plete  commitment. 

Winifred  Rawlins  from  London  Yearly  Meeting  was 
introduced  and  shared  her  concern  for  Friends  response 
to  the  challenge  of  atomic  power.  Winifred  carried  the 
thoughts  of  Canby  Jones  into  the  present  day  situation 
and  stressed  the  unassailable  nature  of  spiritual  things. 
She  pointed  out  that  the  Church  of  England  like  that  in 
America  was  facing  the  dilemma  that,  believing  that  life 
has  certain  principles  of  value  which  were  threatened 
by  totalitarianism,  if  they  let  them  go  down  they  may 
be  failing  in  Christian  citizenship.  Many  Friends,  who 
certainly  have  not  fully  explored  the  way  of  non-violence, 
wish  to  point  out  that  God  never  leaves  us  without 
Light  even  though  we  cannot  see  the  entire  road  before 
us  and  the  total  evil  of  war  and  totalitarianism  has 
to  meet  with  th.e  total  response  of  Christian  life.  Sus- 
tained good  will  has  creOitive  power  to  unlock  ill  will. 
A warning  was  given  . against  putting  the  State  into  the 
place  that  only  God  should  have.  In  closing  the  speaker 
read  some  moving  lines  from  T.  S.  Eliot's  "Murder  in 
the  Cathedral”.  n,na  Heaton 


CLAREMONT 

Hugh  J.  Hamilton  (735  Yale,  Claremont,  California) 
sends  news  of  his  meeting.  "Claremont  Wider  Quaker 
Eellowship  is  contributing  actively  to  the  work  of  the 
Prison  Service  Committee  of  the  Southern  California 

Branch  of  the  A.F.S.C.  Lewise  Langston  is  a regular 

visitor  to  the  Chino  Institution  for  Men,  and  Steve 

Vaughn  conducts  a bi-weekly  program  of  recorded  music 
in  cooperation  with  the  Chaplain  of  the  Institution. 

"With  the  financial  help  of  the  Claremont  Fellow- 
ship and  the  Prison  Committee,  the  cheerful  cooperation 
of  nearly  a hundred  persons  and  the  devoted  over-all 
supervision  of  Steve  Vaughn,  the  Pomona  College  Sy.m- 
phony  Orchestra  cff  62  students  under  Professor  Kenneth 
Friske  gave  the  men  at  Chino  a performance  of  their 
annual  concert  on  Sunday,  2/29.  Out  of  a total  of  some- 
thing over  900  men  the  audience  comprised  800  and 
there  was  great  enthusiasm.  When  Steve  initated  this 
project  he  was  thinking  in  terms  of  service  to  the  in- 

mates: he  now  finds  that  the  musicians  also  profited  in  a 
way  suggested  by  the  remark  of  one,  "Why,  1 can't  see 
any  difference  between  these  men  and  any  other  people.” 

"You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  since  we  have 
been  meeting  Sunday  evenings  instead  of  afternoons  Clare- 
mont Wider  Quaker  Fellowship  has  maintained  an  average 
attendance  of  about  15.  This  is  due  in  no  small  degree 
to  the  greater  convenience  of  the  hour  for  parents  of 
small  children.” 


ffUCKcC^  ^HUetCH 
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GREETINGS  FROM  THE  DOWSETTS 

In  looking  back  over  four  wonderful  weeks  spent 
among  Pacific  Coast  Friends  four  things  stand  out 
in  sharp  relief.  ( i ) The  overwhelming  kindness  of 
Friends  wherever  we  went.  (2)  The  courage  and 
enterprise  of  the  various  groups  who  are  breaking 
new  ground  and  experimenting  boldly.  (3)  The 
faithfulness  of  those  Friends  who  are  steadfastly 
sustaining  and  developing  their  Meetings.  (4)  The 
depth  and  reality  of  the  worship  which  it  was  our 
privilege  to  share. 

The  circumstances  in  which  the  Pacific  Coast 
Association  of  Friends  functions  have  many  points 
in  common  with  those  of  our  New  Zealand  General 
Meeting.  We,  too,  are  a relatively  new  organization. 
Many  of  our  members  are  isolated  and  most  of  our 
meetings  are  small.  We  came  to  learn  from  you 
and  to  share  your  life,  your  work  and  your  worship. 
We  leave  knowing  more  clearly  the  meaning  of 
fellowship  and  of  outreach. 

You  have  shaken  us  out  of  some  of  our  more 
conservative  and  stereotyped  thinking — and  we  are 
grateful  to  you.  Some  of  you  are  experimenting 
dangerously  but  we  feel  that  your  experiments  are 
rooted  in  worship  and  in  the  love  of  God.  It  has 
seemed  to  us  that  therein  lies  your  strength  and 
our  visits  with  you  have  given  us  fresh  strength. 
It  was  not  always  easy  for  us  to  "make  a quiet  place 
in  our  lives”  while  we  were  adjusting  ourselves  to 
the  more  rapid  tempo  of  your  country,  but  we  saw 
that  many  of  you  had  achieved  a large  measure  of 
the  Practice  of  the  Presence  of  God.  We  were 
heartened  to  realise  that  your  words  and  works — 
and  as  we  surveyed  your  works  we  found  them 
many  and  varied — these  did  not  "drown  the  tender 
calling  of  the  Lord”. 

All  this  came  to  us  as  a confirmation  of  our  own 
growing  concern  that  Friends  should  seek  new  ways 
of  expressing  their  faith  and  that  they  should  realise 
that  spiritual  values  and  a rediscovery  of  the  mind 
of  Christ  for  us  in  our  day  is  more  important  than 
formal  techniques.  We  feel  that  we  have  known 
you  in  the  things  that  are  eternal.  We  would  en- 
courage you  to  strike  your  roots  down,  even  more 
deeply  into  worship  and  fellowship.  It  seems  to 
us  that  we  have  not  really  left  you  and  it  would  be 
a great  joy  to  us  if  the  way  opened  at  any  time  for 
us  to  return  to  consolidate  the  contacts  we  have 
made  and  to  secure  more  firmly  the  ties  that  already 
bind  New  Zealand  Friends  to  you  and  others  in 
the  Pacific  Area.  Your  Friends, 

Edward  and  Ruby  Dowsett. 


PREPARATION  FOR  YEARLY  MEETING- 
DEVOTIONAL  READING 

(Continued  frotn  page  i) 

"Friends  complain  they  lack  power,”  wrote  Isaac 
Penington  almost  three  hundred  years  ago,  "not 
being  willing  to  use  that  which  they  have.”  To 
widen  our  horizon  for  examining  that  power  which 
we  have  in  our  meetings  is  good  preparation  for 
our  annual  sessions.  It  is  always  an  exciting  venture 
to  engage  in  dedicated  devotional  literature  and 
when  this  is  shared  with  our  many  Friends  through- 
out the  whole  Pacific  Coast  Association  the  oppor- 
tunities are  much  enhanced.  Between  now  and 
August  12,  the  opening  date  of  these  meetings,  we 
could  conveniently  cover  this  material:  adult  classes, 
forums,  parent  groups  could  discuss  what  had  first 
been  read  in  families.  The  pamphlets  are  com- 
paratively inexpensive  and  may  be  obtained  by 
addressing  Pendle  Hill,  Wallingford,  Pennsylvania, 
asking  for  the  series  of  four  pamphlets  (Nos.  35, 
36,  37  and  38)  entitled  Relationship,  price  $1.00 
for  the  series. 

Ed.  Sanders 


AUSTRALIAN  FRIENDS'  MESSAGE 

The  General  Meeting  of  Australian  Friends  has  sent 
the  following  epistle  which  we  quote  in  its  entirety: 

"To  Friends  Everywhere; 

We  greet  you  in  loving  friendship  from  our  General 
Meeting  in  Adelaide.  Friends  from  all  States  of  Aus- 
tralia, from  California,  and  England  have  shared  and 
strengthened  our  meetings. 

We  have  had  laid  upon  us  our  great  responsibility 
toward  the  suffering  and  frustrated  peoples  of  Europe, 
toward  our  aborigines,  and  towards  our  own  young 
people. 

We  pray  for  the  removal  of  the  shadows  thrown  on 
our  consciences  by  our  continued  disregard  of  the  ele- 
mentary human  rights  of  our  aborigines;  and  the  hasty 
action  of  our  Government  in  seriously  limiting  by  legis- 
lation our  freedom  in  speaking  on  military  projects.  Not 
through  armaments  and  military  projects  but  through 
answering  the  material  and  spiritual  needs  of  the  world 
can  we  release  the  redeeming  power  of  love. 

As  we  draw  upon  that  inexhaustible  supply  of  grace 
liberated  by  our  Meeting  for  Worship,  we  shall  find 
increasing  possibilities  and  a new  spiritual  mission  in 
our  everyday  tasks.  In  the  same  way  a more  concerned 
and  faithful  way  of  living  will  help  to  deepen  and 
strengthen  our  meetings,  so  that  they  may  become  a 
living  silence  where  God’s  light  may  truly  shine  through.” 

January  16,  1948  A.  Sidney  Wright,  Clerk 

Gladys  Armstrong,  Ass  t.  Clerk 
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